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The techniques needed to make glass paperweights 
have been known for 2000 years or more, but 
paperweights have evolved as an art form only over 
the last 200 years.    Our understanding of precisely 
where, when and how this 
happened is still incomplete.  
This talk examines three 
key elements: the exper-
iments of the early 19th 
century, leading to flour-
ishing paperweight produc-
tion in the ‘classic period’ 
of the mid 19th century; 
the growth of the studio 
movement post 1960; and 
the emergence of special-
ist paperweight factories 
in the later 20th century.
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