
Ian Freestone

Speaking to the Society three years ago I gave an 
account of our work on the Great East Window of 
York Minster and the likely origins of its glass.  This 
work depended largely upon our ability to remove 
minute samples from the edges of the coloured 
glass pieces, while the window was removed for 
conservation.  This type of analysis is of course not 
possible for the great majority of extant stained 
glass, which is in situ in the walls of our churches 
and cathedrals.  Therefore we have been trialling a 
non-invasive approach to the analysis which can be 
carried out from scaffolding adjacent to the window.  
In the present talk I provide an update on the York 
Minster work and use this as the starting point for 
our recent programme of analysis on the twelfth and 
thirteenth century glass of Canterbury Cathedral.

Ian Freestone is Emeritus Professor of Archaeological 
Materials at University College London and a Visiting 
Academic at the British Museum.  A recipient of the 
Archaeological Institute of America’s Pomerance 
Medal for Archaeological Science, he has published 
extensively on early glass, ceramics, and metallurgy.
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