
The Glass Association 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at the Artworkers Guild, 6 Queens Square 

Bloomsbury, WC1N 3AT, on Saturday 5
th

 June 2010 from 13:30 to 17:00 

Attendance 

 

Paul Bishop, Brian Clarke (Chairman),  Christina Glover, Francis Grew, Charles Hajdamach, Alison 

Hopkins, Gaby Marcon,  Malcolm Preskett, Bob Wilcock, Maurice Wimpory, Pauline Wimpory. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Jackie Fairburn, Julie Berk, Judith Gower, Mark Hill, Roger 

Dodsworth, Valerie Humphries and Janet Sergison.  

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.  

 

3. Matters arising (Action Points from Annex 1 of the minutes) 

 

Agenda item Responsible Action 

4 BC BC to approach editorial board candidates as listed in December 

minutes.  BC has spoken to some.  

4 MP  Micro Press to be asked to quote for printing. Done. 

5 AH  AH to send list of Glass Forum attendees to NB Done. 

5 AH/JG AH/JG to review DMBC documents and discuss, possibly 

meeting up. Not yet done, as JG unwell.  

5 BC  BC to draft GA statement. Covered under Item  

5 MW MW to attend meeting on 31st March and report back. Done. 

5 BC BC to approach Fielding’s’ about glass sales as fund raising. 

Outstanding action.  

6 JB/JG/MP New committee members – JB/JG/MP – to provide details as 

needed. Done. 

6 BC BC to provide chairman’s report to MW. Done 

8 AH Action: AH to forward minutes when received. Done 

9 ALL ALL to experiment with website and provide input for content 

ideas, especially blogs. Covered under Item 

9 BC BC to contact Wolverhampton University re logo competition. 

Outstanding action.  

10 GM GM to counter offer to Candace.  Done 

11 GM GM to circulate feedback template. Outstanding action. 

11 GM GM to circulate feedback summary. Outstanding action. 

12 GM/VH GM/VH to discuss AGM further.  Covered under Item 



15 BC BC to write to Charles Hajdamach and ask him to become 

President. Done. 

15 BC BC to write to Wolverhampton. Outstanding action. 

15 AH AH to circulate dates to ALL. Done. 

 

 

4. Introduction of Charles Hajdamach as incoming President 

 

The Chairman welcomed Charles Hajdamach as only the second Life President in the Association's 

history. CH thanked the GA for asking him to take the post, and was very honoured to accept.  

 

The appointment will be ratified formally at the AGM. AH suggested that a press release might be 

issued at that time.  

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

 

The treasurer had circulated his report prior to the meeting. He confirmed that the South East bank 

account had been closed and the balance returned to the main GA funds. He also confirmed that the 

GA is now able to accept PayPal.  

 

6. Membership Report 

 

PW had provided an update prior to the meeting. AH felt it advisable to put a disclaimer on the 

membership forms when asking for email addresses.  

 

Action: PW to add statement to membership forms.  

 

7. Website Committee update and progress report.  

 

AH gave an overview of the current position with the website. Regardless of the method chosen to 

build the site, or who maintains it, the key issue is that of content. This problem is common to all 

organisations, and is not confined to the GA. It can be addressed by the use of proper process and a 

wider buy in to using the site. However, several commented that the nature of the membership is not 

conducive to wider use of the site, as only half have email.  

 

AH and JB both feel that a new web site with interactive features, such as blogs, forums and user-

contributed content would raise our profile and visibility and increase membership. If the GA wishes 

to be an important source of information about glass and be a voice for members in the glass world, 

such as helping to ensure the future of the Broadfield House, then we need to make use of new 

technology: interactive web site, ebay/Paypal, Facebook, LinkedIn and so forth.  

 

It is worth updating the web site as often as possible, as every time the web site is updated there is 

more opportunity for Google indexing and reaching more web users. In addition, if the site builds an 

online community, then this will encourage the submission of content, which may well pull through to 

The Cone as well.  

 

Since the last committee meeting where the new site was demonstrated, some committee members 

have added some content but some have not logged in. AH said she was as guilty as anyone, as the 

minutes and so forth could easily be added to the website rather than emailed.  

  

  
  



AH felt that we should not be spending £3K on redevelopment. If we do, the site will be just as stale 

in six months as it is now: the issue is getting people to contribute properly and that applies whoever 

does the work. There's no return on investment in spending £3K if we get no extra members and do 

not offer any value add to members.  

  

A further issue is that as things stand, we have no control at all over the site. The content is our legal 

responsibility and work should only happen under our clear instruction. Plus, we still have the issue, 

whoever is doing the work, that no one is providing content. So it gets out of date in a hurry.  

  

AH recommended that the GA continue with Julie’s work, and lay down some formal timescales, 

plans and processes, starting with the committee taking more ownership. This need not be time 

consuming and could commence with minutes and so forth being on a closed area of the site.  

 

There was a general concern amongst the Committee about the time needed to update the site and that 

the expertise was lacking. FG was concerned that if Drupal is used, it may be expensive to get support 

at a later time if David cannot provide it or if expertise is confined to a single person. AH pointed out 

that this issue is not confined to the use of Drupal and that at the moment, the GA is very vulnerable 

through only having one individual changing the website.  

 

AH pointed out that the Drupal functions could be a subset of the website. Comments were made that 

blogs and chat rooms were perhaps not the way to go, again as no one has the time to interact with 

them and there is already a “world” glass message site out there – the glass message board 

www.glassmessages.com . There was also the concept – voiced before – of Julie and David working 

together, on different areas of the site. This might be Julie on content and David on design. He is 

prepared to work with us, as the current update and creation of the picture gallery was done for free, 

with just a small fee for uploading the images. It was agreed that JB’s costs to date should be 

reimbursed. 

 

Action:  AH, JB, BC, GM to meet and plan process and strategy.   

 

8. The Cone, issues 90 & 91.  

 

GM stated that she felt there should be an editorial board for The Cone. BW felt this would delay the 

Cone publication enormously.  The major issue is always content and obtaining sufficient. He also felt 

it essential that the Cone and the website be more integrated: if there is an article in The Cone, then 

there should be further content on the website.  

 

MW had found someone willing to index back issues of the Cone and Journal at a cost of £150. It was 

agreed that this was a very worthwhile project and should be proceeded with.  

 

Cone 91 will be the Sunderland edition. There have been some issues with preparation but it should 

be another excellent publication. BW stated that he felt he had reached the limit of the software he 

uses. It will be necessary to find another Editor from the end of 2010, in view of BW’s commitments 

to the Olympics in 2012. BC will discuss this further with BW and MP.  

 

Actions: MW to arrange index work. 

 

 BC to discuss Cone Editor with BW and MP.  

 

9. The Journal – update and costs, including Garton supplement 

 
MP had quotes from Micro Press for litho and Biddles for digital printing. Digital printing is slightly 

more expensive. It was agreed that Micro Press would be used.  

 
MP reported on the progress with the Journal.  

http://www.glassmessages.com/


FG believes that the Garton supplement is about six weeks behind schedule. FG stated that it was 

unlikely that the MoL would sell the Garton supplement.  

 
We are aiming to publish the Journal & the Garton supplement to be ready for the October AGM 

2010... The Journal will have 64 pages and the Garton supplement 72 or 80. The question of copyright 

was raised: the Garton images and text are copyright to the MoL, whilst formatting and layout stays 

with the GA.  

 

The following Journal has the following outline articles promised 

 

 Daniell Howell on his gold glass research project. 

 

 Nigel Benson on Hailware. 

 

 Sally Haden on British glass makers in Japan. 

 

 James Measell on the Stourbridge Government School of Art.  

 

 Graham Cooley on Peter Layton 

 

 Anne Lutyens-Humphrey on the early 20
th
 century collectors of 18

th
 century English glass 

 

Actions: BC to email MP with images. 

 

 FG to email MP with images.  

 

10. Meeting & Event Reports & Updates  

 

 British Glass Foundation & Broadfield House 

 
MW attended the meeting and read the agreed statement prepared by our chairman, formally pledging 

the £2,000 as seed funding from the GA. He reported that the meeting was very productive and that 

Graham Knowles had pledged the initial funding needed for the BGF company to be set up. Graham 

Cooley is preparing a business plan; BGF will probably have access to L&R Consulting. The Friends 

of Broadfield have for the time being withdrawn support from the BGF BC will write to them in order 

to gain a consensus.  GM will attend the next meeting on June 8th at 16:30. 

 

Actions: BC to write to Friends. 

 

   FG/GM to attend next BGF meeting.  

 

 Dan Klein memorial, 17th April (Gaby) 

 
GM attended this and described it as a wonderful celebration and a real tribute to Dan Klein.  

 

 SW meeting 24th April, Clevedon, with Geoff Lawson (Maurice) 

 
This was an excellent meeting, with Geoff Lawson giving a very well received talk on Swedish Glass. 

MW felt this should be repeated and that it will also make an excellent Cone article. Eighteen people 

attended.  

 

 NW meeting 15th May, Worsley, with Brian Slingsby (Maurice) 



 

Brian Slingsby had given a superb commentary alongside the Whitefriars film together with a forty 

minute talk. This will be expanded at the AGM and MW will prepare slides to assist.  

 

 

 GM suggested that a list of contributors be compiled so that we might call on them for articles 

in the future. 

 

 

Action: MW to prepare slides for Brian Slingsby.  

 

11.       Programme progress 2010/11.    

 SW meeting 19th June, Frome. Frank Hudson retrospective (Maurice) 

 
As yet only a few attendees are booked, but this promise to be an excellent event. CG will talk to 

David Hiers to ensure it is placed prominently on the website.  

 

Action: CG to ensure website updated.  

 

 The Worshipful Company of Glaziers & Painters of Glass, Spring event, 

Monday 21st June 

 
The Company had extended an open invitation to any GA members to attend this event as they are 

keen to build new links and initiatives. It was agreed AH would email it to any members with 

email addresses.  

 

Action: AH to email members. 

 

 NE meeting Sat.17th July, Sunderland Museum & NGC (Maurice, Bob, Jackie) 

 
There are 18 attendees so far and it is felt that as many as 50 may attend. There will be a guided tour 

of Durham Cathedral with a local expert.  AH will get the name badges to GM so that they can be 

passed to MW.  

 

Action: AH to pass name badges to GM for MW.  

 

 Biennale 2010 – Update  (Gaby) 

 
The GA has now pledged £800 to the event. The catalogue charge will be £20 and so far 62 artists are 

attending. The exhibition will run until the 11th September and the GA has a half page credit in the 

catalogue.  

 

 AGM at Tyntesfield, nr.Bristol, Sat. 30thOctober (Francis) 

 
The venue is now Tyntesfield. In addition to the Brian Slingsby talk, there will be a talk from Nigel 

Benson on recognising early Whitefriars glass and a tour of the chapel. A visit to Bristol Museum will 

be planned, probably for Sunday morning. AH suggested that as the AGM is now heavily Whitefriars 

oriented, it would be sensible to email the collectors’ websites with details once these are finalised.  

CG suggested that Pat Hogan could talk on Whitefriars Stained glass.  

 
Action: AH to email Whitefriars interested sites. 

 



 Veste Coburg visit update 2011 (Gaby) 

 

GM is working on finalising the programme and will produce a one or two page article for the next 

Cone.  

 

Action: GM to produce article.  

 
It was noted that 200 copies of The Cone will be sold by Scotland’s Glass.  

 
12. Forthcoming fairs –  

 

 Reflect Kensington Town Hall June 13th 2010 

 Cambridge 26th September 2010 

 Birmingham 14th November 2010 

  

13. Next Committee Meeting:  Saturday 4
th

 September 2010, 1.30pm Artworkers Guild. 

 

14. A.O.B. 

 

A new South East organiser will be needed with the resignation of Janet Sergison. An appeal will be 

made in The Cone and also on the website.  

 

Action: AH/JB to ensure appeal on website.  

 

The proposed 2011 committee meeting dates were felt to be acceptable. 

 

 These are the 5th March, 4th June, 3rd September and 3rd December.  

 

AH will now book these.  

   

Action: AH to book Artworkers. 

 

 

Alison Hopkins 

June 2010 



Annex One – Action Summary 

 

Agenda item Responsible Action 

6 PW PW to add statement to membership forms.  

7 AH, JB, 

GM, BC.  

AH, JB, BC, GM to meet and plan process and strategy.   

8 MW  MW to arrange index work. 

8 BC BC to discuss Cone Editor with BW and MP.  

9 BC   BC to email MP with images. 

9 FG FG to email MP with images. 

10 BC BC to write to Friends. 

10 FG/GM FG/GM to attend next BGF meeting.  

10 MW MW to prepare slides for Brian Slingsby.  

11 CG CG to ensure website updated.  

11 AH AH to email members. 

11 AH AH to pass name badges to GM for MW.  

11 AH AH to email Whitefriars interested sites. 

11 GM GM to produce two page summary.  

14 AH/JB Add appeal to website for SE organiser.  

14 AH To book Artworkers dates for 2011 

Carried 

forward: 

 From 5
th

 March meeting 

4 BC BC to approach editorial board candidates as listed in December 

minutes.  BC has spoken to some.  

5 AH/JG AH/JG to review DMBC documents and discuss, possibly 

meeting up. Not yet done, as JG unwell.  

5 BC BC to approach Fielding’s’ about glass sales as fund raising. 

Outstanding action.  

9 BC BC to contact Wolverhampton University re logo competition. 

Outstanding action.  

11 GM GM to circulate feedback template. Outstanding action. 

11 GM GM to circulate feedback summary. Outstanding action. 

15 BC BC to write to Wolverhampton. Outstanding action. 

 


