
 

 

 

 

Minutes of the 31st Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 19th October 2013 at 

Ruskin Glass Centre, Glasshouse Arts Centre & Webb Corbett Visitor Centre 

Wollaston Road, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 4HF 

 

1. Apologies  

Apologies were received from Janet Sergison, Barbara Beardman, Patricia Hilton 

Robinson, Jill Turnbull, Maire Kiddle, Mark Hill, Brian Slingsby, Attila Silk, Susan Newell, 

Judith Vincent, Rebecca Wallis and Rebecca Preston. 

55 members were present 

2. Minutes of the Previous Annual General Meeting 

The Minutes of the 30th AGM were agreed.  Proposed by Charles Hajdamach and 

seconded by Gaby Marcon, all those present were in favour.  

3. Matters Arising 

None. 

4.    Reports 

    4.1 The Chairman, Brian Clarke, presented his report, which formed part of the Trustees’ 

 Annual Report for the year to 31st July 2013. This had been circulated to all members    

 present.  The Chairman thanked all those who had stepped in to help whilst he was 

 recovering from his accident, especially Paul Bishop and Maurice Wimpory. 

  He thanked Jackie Fairburn in the North who had stood down and Roger Dodsworth who 

had retired and left the Committee. Francis Grew had also had to stand down as pressure 

of work meant he did not have enough time . The new members of the committee who had 

been co-opted during the year were for the committee Kari Moodie from Broadfield House 

Glass Museum, Rebecca Wallis from the V&A and John Keightley who will be the new 

editor of the Cone. 

 



4.2 The Treasurer’s report had been distributed to members. The treasurer pointed out that 

we had 2 overseas members with us – Ian Phillips from Spain and Peter Nolan from 

Canberra. 

 The increase in membership fees had brought in £1,600 not the £2,000 we had hoped 

for but it was 80%. The finances are in good order with total assets being £31,000. The 

Principality Building Society Charity account was giving 2.15% interest and the instant Virgin 

account  2.01%. 

 Paypal is becoming very important with 25% of people using it to pay for meetings.  

 The GA did not claim Gift Aid for a couple of years but claimed this year. The regime is 

now changing and is more onerous as we have to prove that people are paying tax by 

having their name address and postcode.  

 The accounts were agreed by the meeting, proposed by Peter Beebe and seconded by 

Paul Bishop, all those present were in favour. 

5. Elections 
 

      At this point the Chair was taken by the Secretary. 

      The following were due for election or re-election under rule 10 of the Association, being 

either Officers or Regional Representatives, and were duly elected by the meeting.   

5.1 Chairman Brian Clarke;  

5.2 Secretary Judith Gower;  

5.3 Treasurer Maurice Wimpory;  

5.4Membership Secretary; Pauline Wimpory;  

5.5 Vice Chairman Paul Bishop; 

5.6 Events organisers  - no nominee 

5.7 There were no regional representatives. 

5.8 Museum Liaison -Kari Moodie from Broadfield House and Rebecca Wallis from the 

Victoria and Albert museum; 

5.9 John Keightley was elected to the committee; 

5.9 Other members of the committee are Nigel Benson, Christina Glover, Mark Hill, Jordana 

Learmonth and Bob Wilcock. 

The elections were taken all together and were proposed by Yvonne Cocking and seconded 

by Roger Ersser, all those present were in favour. 



6    Election of the Independent Examiner   

     No Independent Examiner was appointed at the meeting. 

7    Future of the Glass Association: a possible merger with the Glass Circle  

The Chairman explained the discussions that were being held with The Glass Circle over a 
possible merger. Both committees were in full agreement that the merger could save costs 
with only one set of publications and one website. Trips abroad are already joint ventures 
between the 2 organisations. There is now far more overlap between the organisations. Our 
finances are in a healthy position where as theirs are not as healthy. There would be no 
merger without a ballot of the members. 
 
The GC are looking at fees and also at their meetings. 

   
      There was a lot of discussion as many members remembered why the Glass Association   

was set up.  
 

The points that came out of the discussion were: 

 That a ballot would be required of all members;  

 That any merged organisation would be a charity; 

 That any price structure would be in line with current GA subscriptions; 

 That any merged organisation would not be London centred. 
 
Further information would be notified to members as and when there was anything definite. 

 
8.   Publications  

        The Cone, Journal and website were covered in the Chairman’s report for the year.  John 

Keightley has joined the editorial team with a view to taking over the editorship from Gaby 

Marcon.  

9.    Programme  

      The programme for 2012-2013 is detailed in the Chairman’s report. The programme for 

2014 not yet been finalised.   

10.   Any other Annual General Meeting business 

      There were questions regarding having a facebook page and the use of social media. 

Rebecca Wallis tweets on behalf of the Glass Association. 

 There being no other business the Chairman thanked everyone and declared the meeting 

over. 

 

Judith Gower 

November 2013 



 

 

 


